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Med group docs bring
‘miracles’ to Bolivian patients
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Col. Karen Mathews 377th Medical Group deputy commander, was
the officer in charge of the trip. “I learned so much from a cultural,
social and medical standpoint about the Bolivian people we served,”
she said. “The experience taught me to value my own medical resources
as well as what was available locally in Bolivia to compliment our medi-
cal management.”

The team of volunteers saw nearly 6,000 patients during a 10-day
period, including 2,165 family medicine, 1,049 pediatric and 29 surgi-
cal visits. Dentists saw 764 patients and optometrists saw 1,072 people . g
and prescribed 1,031 pairs of glasses. B_ELOW LEFT—M_aj: Sandre Volden, Family Prac-

“l was amazed with the nili d hope that the Bolivian people . e - tice, treats a Bolivian patient-

' sai apt. Casey A pptometrist from Columbus AFB. [ BELOW RIGHT-Col. Karen Mathews, 377th Medi-

. \ ith'gratitude after they put on eyeglasses that - B w8 % | cal Group deputy commander and leader of the
allowed them ee for the first time in years, maybe their whole life.” \ " 4 %ses | medical mission team, excises a facial skin lesion.

_ In hopes of minor miracles such as these, thousands of people o . e BOTTOM LEFT—Maj. Joe Simon, Family Practice,
walté'u“'for days to be seen by the Air Forc pctors including Capt. o i i
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ABOVE-Members of the Air Force humanitarian
medical mission tour the Tiwanaku ruins, Bolivia.

working with a Bolivian interpreter, discusses a
patient’ s health concerns. 2
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an administrative assistant with the
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livians*wdited for _
days, hoping«to”
see a health care
provider with the
Air Force humani-
tarian mission
medical team.
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Capt. Terreng_chl!ﬂer a piedlatm:lal’E;'I th the
- : : : _ 377th Medical Group, helped educate patients
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